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EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

MINORITY LEADER

SOCIAL SECURITY
February 13

February 13, 1967

Dear :

I do appreciate having your views and suggestions in
connection with the President's proposal effecting the
Social Security program. For sometime I have indicated
a real need for an intense study, review, and revision
of this program and it appears some action will be taken
during this Congress.

You may be assured your comments will be kept in mind
when appropriate legislation reaches the Senate. En
closed are copies of the Republican "State of the Union"
and the Republican Leadership Press Release of February
2, which I believe will be of interest to you.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen

Enclosures



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

ILLINOIS

May 11, 1967

Dear :

MINORITY LEADER

SOCIAL SECURITY

It seems rather obvious that there will be an increase
in social security benefits but what the actual figure
will be is difficult to determine at this time.

Revisions in the earnings limitation and other provisions
of the law will have good attention in my capacity as a
member of the Senate Finance Committee, which handles
this type of legislation.

Meanwhile, I am sure the enclosed statement will be of
interest to you.

Sincerely, .

Everett McKinley Dirksen

Enclosure

Statement of April 12
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EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN

ILLINOIS

August 24, 1967

Dear :

SOCIAL SECURITY

MINORITY LEADER

The Finance Committee has the Social Security bill under con
sideration at this time. Hearings have been started and will
continue for quite a few days. As a member of that Committee,
I intend to see that the suggestions you made are considered and
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in bringing them to my attention.
Following Committee hearings, the Senate, itself, will act on this
bill.

It seems rather obvious that there will be an increase in social
security benefits but what the actual figure will be is difficult
to determine at this time. Revisions in the earnings limitation
and other provisions of the law will have good attention.

Meanwhile, I am sure the enclosed statement will be of interest
to you.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen

Enclosure



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS.

MINORITY LEADER

Social Security Robo

October 2, 1967

Dear :

The Senate Finance Committee has completed hearings on the
social security proposal which passed the House some time ago
and will now consider the bill in executive session.

As a member of the Committee, I intend to see that the suggestions
you made are considered and I appreciate your thoughtfulness in
bringing them to my attention.

It seems rather obvious that there will be an increase in benefits
but what the actual figure will be is difficult to determine at
this point. Revisions in the earnings limitation and other provisions
of the law will have good attention.

Meanwhile, I am sure the enclosed statement will be of interest to
you.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen

•



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

Social Security Robo

MINORITY LEADER

October 19, 1967

Dear :
•

The Senate Finance Committee has completed hearings on the
social security proposal which passed the House some time ago
and is now being considered in executive session. As a member
of the Committee, I intend to see that the suggestions you
made are given attention.

It seems rather obvious that there will be an increase in benefits
but what the actual figure will be is difficult to determine at
this point. Revisions in the earnings limitation and other
provisions of the law will have good attention.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen
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EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
I LLI NOI S

November 3, 1967

Dear :

Social Security Robo

MINORITY LEADER

The Senate Finance Committee has completed action on the Social Security
bill, H.R. 12080, and ordered it reported to the Senate for action by
the members. I expect that we will begin Floor action rather soon and
complete our action rather quickly.

The Committee recommended that the benefits that the House of Representatives
had provided be increased in a rather generous amount. In addition we
recommended that there be a liberalization of some medicare and medicaid
features that we felt were too restrictive at present. All in all, I
think the Committee did a good job and that they have materially improved
the Social Security bill.

I know that you are concerned over the amount of time that was required
on this bill but it is an unusually complicated measure of some 207
pages. The Committee acted as rapidly as possible and I am sure that the
Senate, as a whole, will do likewise.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

-

MINORITY LEADER

SOCIAL SECURITY ROBO

November 13, 1967

Dear ••

The Senate Finance Committee has completed hearings and ordered
favorably reported with amendments H. R. 12080, the proposed
Social Security Amendments of 1967.

Certain increases in benefits and revisions concerning earnings
limitation and other provisions were recommended. When this bill
is debated on the Senate Floor, you may be assured it will have
my careful consideration and best judgment.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen
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EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

MINORITY LEADER

November 29, 1967

Dear :

Social Security Robo

The Senate completed action on H. R. 12080, the proposed Social
Security Amendments of 1967, and the measure now goes to a con
ference between the House and Senate to reconcile the differences
in the two versions of this bill. The Senate approved a number o~

increases in benefits and liberalized other provisions over what
the House of Representatives approved.

This action by the Senate will result in a considerable additional
cost in this program which, of course, will have to be paid by the
younger workers now on the employment rolls. It would appear that
future Congresses will have to concern themselves with the problem
of obtaining additional revenues in order to meet the increased
cost of the benefits that were provided.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen

•



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

S. S. Amend. -- Drugs

MINORITY LEADER

December 11, 1967

Dear :

The Senate adopted an amendment to H. R. 12080, the Social Security
bill, which amendment was a modified version of the original Long
bill dealing with drugs and required that prescriptions be filled
by the use of generic terms. The measure went to conference and
the conferees completed their action December 7. They
rejected the Long amendment and the only action that they took that
could be construed as having any relation to the Long proposal
was a direction to the States, which direction calls upon the
States to see that the cost of health services does not exceed
reasonable cost, consistent, of course, with economics and safety.
I expect that the Conference Report will be adopted this week.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

MINORITY LEADER

ROBO -- SOCIAL SECURITY TITLES 18 & 19

December 15, 1967

Dear :

The Senate had approved an amendment to the social security bill
which provided that reimbursement under medicare and medicaid
would not be available for certain capital expenditures where such
expenditures have been specifically disproved by a state's partner
ship for health agency. This was a committee amendment that was
approved by the Senate and there are other amendments that in one
fashion or another relate to this provision. The House conferees
refused to accept this provision and in conference it was deleted
from the bill. The conference report will be before the Senate
this week for approval and it will not have this provision in it.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT MCKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

Social Security Robo

MINORITY LEADER

December IH, 1967

Dear :

The House and Senate have agreed upon a final version of the
Social Security bill. The measure agreed to provides for an
increase in benefits of 13% with the increase to be realized by
the recipient when he receives his February payment in March. This
measure that was approved more nearly resembles the proposed House
version than it does the Senate version and in this sense is a
more reasonable bill in that it is not as costly and does not
require as much additional taxes from the employees and employers
who must contribute to keep the program going. Considering all
factors, I think we contrived a rather satisfactory measure.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

ROBO-TAXES AND SOCIAL SECURITY

MINORITY LEADER

December 18, 1967

Dear :

I can certainly understand your concern over the necessity for
increasing the present $600 exemption for dependents on your income
tax. The Congress will consider a general revenue reform measure
next year and that will be the earliest time that we can look into
the $600 exemption. In addition, the measure will cover a wide
range of problems that have developed and have been discussed for
the past few years.

A final version of the Social Security bill ahs been agreed upon
by both the House and Senate. The measure provides for an increase
in benefits of 13% with the increase to be realized by the recipient
when he receives his February payment in March.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen
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EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN
ILLINOIS

December 18, 1967

Dear :

soc. SECURITY---DRUGS

MINORITY LEADER

The Senate adopted an amendment to H. R. 12080, the Social Security
bill, which amendment was a modified version of the original Long
bill dealing with drugs and required that prescriptions be filled
by the use of generic terms. When the measure went to conference,
the conferees rejected the Long amendment and the only action that
they took that could be construed as having any relation to the Long
proposal was a direction to the States, which direction calls upon
the States to see that the cost of health services does not exceed
reasonable cost, consistent, of course, with economics and safety.
This Conference Report was agreed to by both the House and Senate.

Sincerely,

Everett McKinley Dirksen


